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ACTION DISPLAYED, &c. 


N very early times, before commerce and induſtry had 
enriched this country, the Trades were of fo little conſi- 


deration, that they were not repreſented in the Town Council. 


Tts conſtituent members were originally the magiſtrates and the 
' merchants of the guildry. It was in the year 1508, that the 


trades firſt thought of being repreſented ; and they petitioned 


the Council to admit fix or eight of their number to ſit with 
them, and to enjoy the capacity of being elected to be bailifs 
and officers of the city. The anſwer to their requeſt, though 
highly proper, was diſcouraging. An innovation ſo impor- 
tant, ſaid the Council, cannot take place, without the advice 
and conſent of the amen. 


During a long period, the trades were to remain unnoti- 


eed, and without conſequence. Their ambition, however, was 
to be gratified in time. They appear to have been repreſented 
in the 1582; and that year was memorable, by the diſputes 
into which they engaged themſelves with the Guildry. A ſub- 
miſſion of their contentions was mutually made to arbiters, and 
to James VI. in particular. This was the foundation of the 
decreet-arbitral of that Prince, which is ſo famous in the hi- 
ſtory of the borough, and which was to be ratified in parlia- 
ment, and to obtain the appellation of the Seit. 
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By this decreet, the magiſizares, that is, the provoſt bal- 


lies, dean- of- guild, and treaſurer, were to be choſen forever out 
of the eſtate and calling of merchants; and the Council was 
to conſiſt, not only of the guildry, but the trades. The former 
was to comprehend ten merchants, the old provoſt, four bai- 
lies, dean-of- guild, and treaſurer, of the preceding year, with 
three merchants to be added to them. The latter was to con- 
tain eight craftſmen; of whom ſix were to be deacons. In 


all, there were eighteen perſons, beſide the office-men of the 


year, the provoſt, bailies, dean- of-guild, and treaſurer, 


In the following regulations, the mode of elections, and the | 
ſcheme for governing the borough, is laid down and explained 


in the decreet-arbitral. They are expreſſed with great preci- 


ſion, and were meant to continue and prevail, without | in- 


fringement or alteration. 


„% 170, That the magiſtrates ſhould be choſen. out of the 
_ eſtate and calling of merchants, conform to the acts of parlia- 


ment; and, it any craftſman ſhould be promoted thereto, he. 


ſhould give over his craft, during the time of his office, and 
never reſume it, without ſpecial liberty from the Town Coun- 
cl. 

© 20, That the Council ſhall conſiſt of twenty-five, comp6- 
ſed of ſeventeen merchants, and eight craftſmen ; ſix of theſè 
eight being deacons ; aud, that no other perſon have any 
voice in the leeting or electing of the provoſt, bailies, dean- of- 
guild, or treaſurer: That the ſaid two craftimen (termed 


trades counſellors) ſhall be choſen yearly of the beſt and wor- 


thieſt of the craits, by the provoſt and Town Council, 


66 3t19, | 


54 


„ 


6 ztio, That,! in order to the dien of deacons, the faid 


Town Council, . conſtitute of twenty-five, {hall annually call 
before them the deacons of the craftſmen for the time, every 


ane ſeverally, and enquire their opinion and judgment of the 
| beſt and worthieſt of their crafts: Thereafter, the ſaid pro- 
volt, baillies, and counſel, ſhall nominat and lytt three per- 
ſons of the maiſt diſcreet, godly, and qualified perſons, of 


every ane of the ſaids fourteen crafts, maiſt expert hand- 


labourers of their owen craft, burgeſſes and freemen of the 


brugh of Edinburgh, whereof the auld deaken ſhall be ane, 


and cauſe deliver their names to the deakens, every ane ac- 85 


cording to their craft; quhilk deakens, on the morn thereaf- 


ter, fall aſſemble and convein their crafts, and every craft 3 


themſelves, furth of their names fall elect ane perſon, wha 
{all be their deaken for that year; and, upon the next coun- 
ſel-day after the ſaid election, the auld deakens, with ſome 


of the maſters of their crafts, ſall preſent the new deakens to 


the counſel, quha ſall authorize them in their offices. 

410, The ſaid day of preſenting the new deakens, the 
counſel of twenty-five perſons ſhall chuſe forth of the ſaids 
fourteen deakens, fix perſons, to be adjoined with the new 
counſel, for the year to come, and to have ſpecial vote in 
lytting and chooſeing of the provoſt, baillies, and counſel; 


and the fame day, the auld ſix deakens quhilk was upon he 
counſel the year preceeding, to be removed, and have na 


further vote for that year, except ſome of them be of the 
numbers of the new elected deakens. 
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* 56 05 That the faid council of dem- We perſons ſhall chuſe 
the new council, to the number of eighteen, whereof the old 
provoſt, dean-of-guild, and treaſurer of that year, and the ſaid 
ſix deacons, are to make thirteen perſons; - and to them are to 
be added three merchants en and two craftſmen 
(eounſellors). : | | 


«G79, That the ſaid council of clghyten tie and the old 
council of twelve, ſhall chooſe the leets of the magiſtrates and 


| office-men, to every one of them three leets ; quhilk hail leets 
ſhall be of the order and calling of merchants, 


timo, For chuſing the magiſtrates, the auld and new 
| council ſhall conveen thirty perſons 1 in number, and, with 
them, the reſt of the deakens of crafts, quhilk are not of the 
council, extending to eight perſons; the hail perſons ſwa 
convenand, extending to thretty- eight perſons, by the pro- 
voſt's odd vote, thereof twenty merchants, and eighteen 
craftſmen; quhilk perſons ſall begin at the lytts of the pro- 
voſt, and every ane in their own rank, give their votes to ſix, 
as they find meet for the weil of the town, according to their 
conſcience and knowledge, but feid of favour; and, on 
whom the greateſt number of votes ſall fall, that lie be ſworn, 
receivit, and admittit, provoſt for that year; and ſwa to pro- 
ceed through the lytts of the baillies, dean-of-guild, and the- 
ſaurer, quhile the ſaid election be compleatly endit: The 
ſaid provoſt, baillies, dean-of-gild, theſaurer, and counſel, 8 
electit, as ſaid is, makand in the hail twenty-five perſohs ; ; 


they * and nae uthers, ſall have the full government and 
admi- 


CP 3 
_ adminiſtration. of the hail commonweil of this burgh, in all 
things, as the provoſt, bailies, and council thereof, or of any 


other burgh, had of before, or may have hereafter, be the 
laws or  conſetude of this realm,” | 


For £lon g tract of time, theſe rules appeared the reſult of wiſ- 
dom, and their practice was attended with emolument. But 


politicians are often diſpoſed to encroach on what they cannot 


improve, and private intereſts and paſſions are to attack with 
violence what is for the good of the community. 


In 168 3, Mr Drummond, at that time Provoſt, had the in- 


fluence to procure in council the following reſolution, 
© That the Council ſhould thenceforth be obliged to return to 


each of the trades a liſt or /cet of three, out of the number ſent 


aup recommended by the corporations, out of which three, the 
* deacon for the enſuing year might bechoſen,” 


This eneroachment on the decreet of James VI. while it was 


ſo favourable to the trades, was a blow to the merchants, and 


was not ſubmitted to with any readineſs or ſatisfaction. A de- 


clarator before the Court of Seſſion was, therefore, raiſed by 
the trades to enforce a privilege which flattered them 
ſo highly. Of this proceſs, there is the following relation in 
Lord Fountainhall. 


« Harcus reported the Jeclarator raiſed by the trades of E- Feb. 28, 
« dinburgh and their deacons againſt the merchants, founded 
on King James the VI. his decreet arbitral, and a late act of 
| the 
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the en Council of Edinburgh: in Oabber laſt, That the 


crafts ſhall get out three of the ſix given in by them. i in liſt 
to be deacons; and the Lords declared in favour of the ſaid 


act, and that it ſhould not be lawful to the merchant council 


t to give them out any but three of their own ſix. The trades 
alledged this privilege was given them for quitting their 
right, at the time of the decreet-arbitral, That one of the 
four Baillies ſhould be a tradeſman; and that the purer times 
near to the ſaid decreet, (which was the beſt interpretation of 
it) inviolably obſerved i it, till of late, faction prevailing, Sir 
James Stewart Provoſt began to give them out other three 
than any of their ſix; and then commonly they pitehed 
on the pooreſt and moſt unworthy of the trades, to be their 
led horſes in their votes. Yet the decreet-arbitral runs only, 
that the magiſtrates ſhall aſk the advice of the deacons of 
trades, who is the fitteſt to ſucceed them; but does not limit 
them to a number of ſix, more or fewer, (which cuſtom has 
ſince ſtated in ſix, ) et conſilium non oft obligatorium. Some 
of the Lords were for referring the caſe to his Majeſty, to 
explain his grand-father's decreet-arbitral in 1 58 3 (which 
is unclear in many things,) as being a point of government; 5 
others, that trial and probation ſhould have been led, what 
has been the uniform practice theſe forty years bygone: In 
which caſe the trades would have loſt it. However it carried, 
but by one vote; and Carſe was non liguet. Though the 
trades, while trades, cannot now be magiſtrates, yet this decla= 
. rator does. now [Live them a g? cat mfluence i in electing them, 


« and. 
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and may be the ſeed of 'much anime. ity. between the iu; 
© for, by the act, the merchants may even yet pretend ſix the 


© offered in liſt are not of the moſt vorthy, as as it is tequired they 
( be. 5 a 


4 che year 1725, new 4 dilpunnd were la, bellen the 
Guildry and the Trades. The former wiſhed to recover what 


they had loſt 3/ the latter to maintain what they had gained. 


For theſe - purpoſes, proceſſes were: inſtituted in the Court of 
Seſſion. But, after many fleps had been taken in them, it 
ſeemed moſt adviſable for the parties to ſubmit their claims to 


Lord llay, afterwards Duke of Argyle. It was deſtined that 


the trades ſhould prevail. The privilege of the leets was 


made perpetual to them. Their warmeſt expectations 


were fulfilled. All this appears clearly from the decreet- 


arbitral pronounced by Lord llay; and the clauſe of it which 


follows is worthy of attention. His Lordſhip © Finds, decerns, 
and ordains, that the uſage and cuſtom of preſenting leets of 


© fix perſons made by the ſeveral incorporations, and atteſted by 
their reſpective clerks, to the magiſtrates and council, in order 


* 


to their making ſhort leets of three for election of deacons, be 


- 


returned by them out of the ſaid leets of fix, regularly and 
legally made and atteſted.” 


The Fran with which the decreet of Lord ay was re- 


ceived by the trades, was exceſſive. It was ordered to be en- 


grofled 1 in the council-books. Their compliments were tranſ- 


mitted to his Lordſhip in a letter, expreſſed in a pathetic ſtrain 
on panegyric, They were infinitely grateful tor the content= 


8 ment 


inviolably for ever ohlerved; and that the ſhort leets be 
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es he had given them, a and for the great trouble to which he 
had ſubmitted in the courſe of his determination. The mo- 
ment had come, which was to inveſt them in the iueſtima- 
ble right of the leets, for which they had wiſhed with ſo much 


WS f and for which they had ſtruggled fo har. 


"MP he trades; gratified in the fulleſt manner, wand, to 
enjoy their acquiſition in great happineſs till the year 176 * 
A clergyman, being at that time admitted into the city by pre- 
ſentation from the council, and not by the method of a popular 


call, an outery was made againſt the meaſure, and a plan was 
: conceived to overturn the adminiſtration of the borough. 


It appeared that its deſtruction might be effected, if each i in- 
corporation was permitted to chooſe their deacon without any con- 


nection with the council. It was urged, that the trades ought 


not to be guarded by any check or limitation. The ineſtima- 


ble right of the leets, ſeemed now an oppreſſion, and a grie- 
vance. And, what the trades of old had clamoured for as a 


privilege, was now regarded as a degradation. 


A conduct fo factious, was ſupported with n for no | 


arguments could be found to juſtify it. And, though a litiga- 


tion was begun in the Court of Seffion, it was thought expe- 
dient not to inſiſt upon it. But, what the modeſty. and the 
returning reaſon of a few individuals were to leave in neglect 
and in hlence, was to be revived by the ſelfiſh deſigns of a 
ſingle politician, whom diſappointment had driven to deſpair. 

| A 


A mind, accuſtomed to treachery, can find conſolation i in tur- 


bulence; and to the man who could forfeit | an honeſt claim 
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Petre the de 1776, the es of pi had been 
preparing to oppoſe Sir L——— N ſcheme, by 
the fidelity of his counſellors, was known before he approached 
to make a traffic of his countenance. His open and declared 
purpoſe was to give importance to the L— A— ——; and the 
family of Arniſtoun became candidates for the direction of a 
| borough, to the intereſts of which ey had been hoſtile, 


The foundation of theſe how was M. St——, In haſte 


for promotion, he had forſaken the perſons who had brought 


him forward to obſervation. His gratitude, his obligations, 


and his promiſes, were all to be ſacrificed. The adherents of 
his Grace magnified his rank, his power, his wealth, and his 


abilities. The county and the town were ſuppoſed to be con- 
nected, though their intereſts, by fixed and certain canies, 


muſt perpetually be claſhing and diſcordant. The conſequence 
of his adviſer and his miniſter was to be ſeen in the ſtatelineſs 
of his pretenſions. He was already a great man by anticipa- 


tion. The Court of Seſſion was talked of in a ſtyle unworthy 


of its juſtice, 'The names of men of high rank, in another 
kingdom, were circulated as in coalition againſt Sir l- 
 D———, who had been uniform in acting with government. 


There 


There are tircumſtances ſo abſurd, ideas ſo wild, that they 
cannot be mentioned without ridicule ; and, when they appear 
invariably. in the actions of any aſſociation of men, they ex- 
preſs, in an eminent degree, the ability that directs them. 
Poſitive of ſucceſs, forward without activity, ſtrenuous with- 
out vigour, the junto exhibited an importance which had the 


promiſe of ſtrength, and was only frivolous. The precau- h 


tions for a majority at the elections before the laſt, are a proof 


that they are verſed in the arts of addreſs and of management. 


A victory was announced; and yet a total overthrow put, for 


that time, a period to their expectations. New contentions 


were to ariſe ; louder announciations of victory were to be 


| heard; and the ate of a ſecond defeat was to be ſuf- 
fered. 


But, in the abſence of power, and in the weakneſs of miſ- 
management, faction may alarm, and the gloſſes of artifice 
may deceive. The Trades were to be made a trumpet of 


oppoſition: The affair of the leets was to be renewed; and 


men of rank and of office were to give their ſanction to a 
project which was pregnant with publie and national cala- 


mity. 
Nor was this all, Notwithſtanding their youth and inex- 
perience, they could not but know, that the emancipation of 


the trades from the council, was to . be inconſiſtent with their 
own political exiſtence, if they were ever to attain the govern- 


ment of the metropolis, With the laudable and honeſt view 
of 


"73 


of deſtroying, in a future hour, the fabric they were now to 
build, they proceeded to collect their materials. To injuſtice 
they were to add infincerity. And, in a behaviour fo Riined 
with indecency, even the partialities of nas: can fad no- 
thing to commend. v | 12 5 


| During ten or twelde years, in which Mr St——— was to 

be in office, or in connection with the borough, it did not 
once occur to him, that the Trades had any reaſon to n d 
But, when he had acquired the countenance of the D— of 
B-———, and, when all his views of modelling a council of 
his own were overturned, it was neceſſary to have a founda- 
tion of faction. He became a champion for the Trades. The 
extraordinary deacons, in direct violation of the ett, made 
their appearance in council, and the town was involved 1 in a 
law-ſuit, 


To thoſe who attend to the hiſtory of the borough, and its 
concerns, there will ſeem nothing ſo fantaſtical, as an attempt 
to eſtabliſh in the trades, the excluſive right of electing their 
deacons. To hold our, as a burden, the privilege for which 
they had contended with ſo much zeal, and which they had 
received with ſo much pleaſure; to mention as a reſtraint, 
what they had accepted as an honour, are abſurdities that 
muſt ſtrike every perſon who has the uſe of his ſenſes. In 
mere abuſes of language, even the inconſiderate can only find 
a momentary and a dying conviction ; and the phrenzy of 
popular clamour is only courted by the factious. A mob, 
D — —  bolicited 
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ſolicited to force illuminations, to break windows, and to ex- 
cite tumult, does not prove either integrity or rectitude. 
Truth and juſtice do not require ſuch arguments; and the cry 
that has been made for liberty, bas been as ne promotion. 


of licentiouſnels, 


The Trades of Edinborgh are no 40 b a moſt reſpe@able 
body; but they are not to be compared with the Merchant- 
Guildry. The Sett of James VI. meant to give a deciſive ſu- 

periority to the latter. It is illuſtrated by a ratification in par- 
liament, and has the approbation of the legiſlature. It is alſo 


fortified with uſage and with time. e 1 8 ; 
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It is true, that the Trades pay a part of hs public burdens ; 
and it is perhaps juſt, that their power be proportioned to 
their payments. The number of the Incorporated Trades is 
acknowledged to be within five hundred; and there are at 
leaſt ten thouſand families within the royalty who pay public 
burdens. On the ſuppoſition, therefore, that every freeholder 
of the incorporations has a family, they conſtitute but a twen- 
tieth part of theſe; and they can pay only a twentieth part 
of the taxes. Of the ceſs called ent, two thirds are 
paid by the Merchant-company, ſhop-keepers, and other un- 
incorporated Traders, And thus, if tried by this ſtandard, the 
power of the Incorporations in the borough, inſtead of being 
augmented, ought to be infinitely reduced. 
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For the increaſe of their importance, there are pretences of 
ſelfiſhneſs, and nothing more. Againſt it there are poſitive 
| = _ law,. 
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law, antiquity of practice, natural Juſtice, political expediency, 
and national en 


"IC the Tewies are to cle, Wb conteanl, their end it 
muſt happen, that the balance of the adminiſtration of the town 
will be deſtroyed. The conſequence of the Trades will be infi- 
nitely unnatural, and wildly diiproportioned. It is Known 
that the Merchant-Guildry are properly the repreſentatives of 
the community, but the deacons are only the repreſentatives of 
the Incorporations; and, is it poſſible to conceive any thing ſo 
improper, as that the part ſhould be greater than the whole “? 


By 


*The condition of the Trades, as it is at preſent, is very great, and 
deſerves to be pointed out in a particular manner. Their power is by far 
too extenſive, both in the government of the city, and in the progreſſive 
ſteps of the elections. Concerning the government of the city, in all mo- 
ney · tranſactions above twenty pounds Scots, the Trades have always ſix- 
teen voices, while the merchants ane only ſeventeen. 


With reſpet to the election of the Lord Pool magiſtrates, &c. and all 


the previous Reps, the following particulars are worthy of attention, 


The ds burgeſſes of Edinburgh are divided into two claſſes, viz. 
the Trades and merchants. The Trades are but very few in number, 
when compared with the other claſs, or great body of the Merchant-Guil- 
dry. Yet, few as the Trades are, they have votes twice every year in choo- 
ſing their reſpective deacons or repreſentatives to council. They vote in 
making up their long leet ; and, after that is ſhortened by the council, 

they again vote in electing their deacons out of the ſhortened leet. But 
the merchants, however numerous, and however wealthy they are, com- 
pared with the Trades, have neither a voice in leeting or electing mer- 


chant- 


By the privilege of the leets, as ſettled by Lord Ilay, the 
natural ſuperiority of the Guildry is even infringed beyond 


chant-counſellors, magiſtrates, &c.;z for the whole Merchant Guildry, being 
only repreſented by the Merchant-members of Council for the time being, 
they (not the guildry at large) chooſe their ſucceſſors in office. Here, 
however, it muſt be obſerved, that merchants in council cannot of them- 
ſelves, independent of the trades, even chooſe any of their own ſucceſſors, 
without the 'Trades always voting along with them. Attend to the pro- 
wy | 
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The firſt 1 of the elections i is, that of ſhortening the Trades leets; and 
it is not the merchants alone that do this. They only go hand and hand 5 
along with the council deacons, and trades- counſellors. When council- 
deacons (which is the next ſtep) are elected, ſtill the trades, under 
the foreſaid denomination, appear in the field, and give their votes 
along with the merchants. And, when the merchants and trades coun- 
ſellors come to be elected, (which is the third ſtep) it is not the mer- 
chants, by themſelves, that finiſh this piece of work. No, the Trades, 
as above, appear for their intereſt. The next, and fourth ſtep of the elec · 
tion, is making up the leets from whence the Provoſt, Magiſtrates, Dean- 
of. guild, and Treaſurer, are to be choſen. Here again the Trades appear, as 
before, and vote along with the merchants. The fifth and laſt ſtep, is the 
general election of the Provoſt, Magiſtrates, &C. at which deacons, ordi- 
nary and extraordinary, appear and vote. 


From all this, it is evident, that the merchants have no excluſive privi- 
lege in all the progreſſive ſteps of election, even reſpecting their own 
brethren; and that they can do nothing without the co- „operation and 


voices of the trades. 
£9 


It is to be remarked, that the only ſmall concern which the merchants 


have in W. cron of the 14 deacons, is in reducing the long leet of fix, 
| given 


( 17 ) 
all juſtice and propriety. The negative; of three out of {ix is a 


check ſo gentle, that it hurts the importance of the mer- 
E 0 chants, 


given in by the different incorporations, to that of chree; and this they 
do not of. themſelves; for, in this caſe, the tradeſmen vote along with the 
merchants. The merchants in this, as well as in every other caſe con- 
lan the elections, bave no excluſive ase | h 


As matters ſtand at preſent, the power of the as is s fo chequered | 
and interwove, merchants with tradeſmen, that the one can do nothing 
without the other ; but, if the trades were to get what they are now de- 
manding, the little power which the merchants have, reſpecting the ſhorts 
ening of leets, comes.in courſe to be aboliſhed. Mark the conſequence, 
The 14 incorporations ſend up 14 deacons, or members, to council, totally 
independent of the merchants, while, at the ſame time, the merchants can- 
not, of themſelves, chooſe one brother merchant into council, without the 
interpoſition and votes of the trades. To exclude, therefore, the mer- 
chants from having only a ſmall concern in ſhortening the leets, would be 
abſurd and unjuſt. This will appear in a ſtill ſtronger light, when it is 
conſidered, that, excepting four or live of the incorporations, none of them 
deſerve, upon the conſideration of numbers, to have any repreſentation 
at all. For many of the corporations conſiſt only of ten, twelve, or four- 
teen members; and, what is very remarkable, in the caſe of the ſkinners 
and furriers, a joint, or double corporation, they have only about twenty 
members, many of whom neither reſide within the pariſh, or liberties of 
Edinburgh; and they have no leſs than two deacons or repreſentatives, : 
which they ſend to council. Yet, what is ſtrange, this very ſociety is 
much diffatisfied becauſe they have not more power; particularly one 
John Lindſay, who is always preſes to the meeting of the delegates. 


It is farther obſervable, that many a ſingle man belonging to the guild. 
ry, pays more of public burdens, than lome three or four of theſe indepen- 
#ent corporations. | 


chats, and with-holds from them the weight, im oouneil, to 
which they were originally 3 and . e never 
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encroach ſtill more. If in poſſeſſion of their preſent wiſhes, 


ſomething more outrageous might tempt them in proſpect. 


When violent liberties are to be taken and to be granted, there 
is nothing, however romantie, but may be an object of deſire, 
They may ſeek their offices for life, they my aſpire t to make 
them deſcendible to their heirs. | 


{Bak while i it is lt in ahi bighef Are in the trades 
to complain of, as a grievance, what they received as their 
higheſt grandeur, and what was. a violation of antient cuſtoms 


and uſages, in order to pleaſe-and to ſitisfy them forever; they 


ought to reflect, that the immediate and certain reſult of their 


ſcheme, muſt be the ruin of all trade and buſineſs, by the ve- 


men on would: mags introduce. | 


If each incorporation had he ablimited f prerogative: of has. 
ſing its deacon, a number of candidates would. be induced to: 
appear for the dignity.. Cabals, numerous and deſtructive, 
would be formed; and many months previous to the elections 
would be e, in canvaſſing and debauchery. All the arts 
of corruption would be put in practice. The trades, who are de- 
cent and reſpectable, would loſe the conſideration they have 
atthined, and the love of order which has PRE them; 

5 


— — —— — — 


— 


patronage of the 


G9) 


their ſubſtance would be impaired with riot ; their profeſſional 
induſtry would periſn; and their morals would utterly dec: 
Amidſt the general profligacy which would enſue, they would 


grow the mere objects of INES . their e e 
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"It is to be remarked, to the e of humanity, that com- 
mon ſenſe and common juſtice have ſeldom been diſgraced 


ſo violently, as by the meaſures of this triumvirate. They 
would alter the ſtatute-law of the kingdom 3. they, would de- 


ſtroy a ſett which ought only to die with the community; 
they would introduce the moſt deſolating corruption, under- 


mine whatever is moſt valuable in manners; ; and, by one blow, 


ſtrike at the root of all trade, emulation, and induſtry. Into 


what ought to be permanent, they would bring inſtability and 


confuſion. Alterations would ſucceed alterations. Every po- 
litical conteſt would draw along with it a freſh innovation; 
and whatever is moſt grave among men, the purpoſes of law, 
of juſtice, and of order, be the ſport of mere wantonneſs and 
capfrice. 


* 


ot a fadion, hs can thus «(ole 5 in 8 W * ambi- 


tion, the borough they would gain, it may be conſidered, 
with what inſolence of authority they would. govern, if they 
were permitted to be ſucceſsful. Let not. the public be de- 


ceived, 


e 


(  ) 


ceived. The utmoſt ſtretch of deſpotiſm would be felt and 
© exerciſed, © The natural foes of the city would have full ſcope 
for all their ancient, and all their recent animoſities. The beſt 


intereſts of the town would be poſtponed to thoſe of the countyʒ 
and the influence communicated by it be employed to its pre- 


| judice. South bridges would be built ; and taxes, heavy and 
ruinous, would be levied. The public banks would be made 
"T0 ſtoop to the intereſted command of a private banking houſe; 


and the whole wealth of the kingdom be diverted, not merely 
from the general good, to the enrichment of a few individuals, 
but made to flow in a channel of corruption. Oppreſſions 


would come forward in perpetual ſucceſſion ; and precautions 


be taken to retain the borough in the moſt laſting and i el 


nious bondage. 


A the intereſts of religion would ſuffer in this conflict. 


Tae known attachment to patronage, ſo often manifeſted by 
the leader of this faction, would renew the preſentations from 


the council. The duties of his office would lead to this vio- 


lence. His connection with the head bf the moderate party 


of the church 3 and the aſcendancy maintained over him by 


this Reverend and crafty politician, would concur to the ad- 


vancement of Clergymen the moſt unfit, and the moſt excep- 


tionable. The land would be overſpread with moder ation and 


Deiſm; and a ſneer againſt our moſt holy religion, be libera- 


lity of ſentiment. 


Evils 


5 Tom ) | 


-' Bvils; political, civil, and religious, would be the unhappy 
8 frots of the e e of this aden 5 nw it is a N to 


18 


| been put to Its eee. 


"Matters a are now to „ a more promiſing ed for the 
| borough. The madneſs of the ſeditious will die away of it- 


ſelf, or on reflection. The plan of deſtroying the controul 
of the council, will receive a deciſion 1 in the Court of Seſſion, 
or be ſubmitted to parliament; and, whatever is to be the 
form of its determination, the importance of the Guildry will 
be ſupported. Mr St * paſſing out of office, i is to retire 
from obſervation ; and, if he is not to be forgot altogether, will, 
at leaſt, be remembered with regret, as a man who could be 


falſe to his RO and his engegewents, and as a : diſturber of 
the community “. 


' 2255 4:4 Ta 
* The certification of the /ett has the following remarkable expreſſions. 
© Attour, bis Majeſty and the ſaids judges ordains the practice and ex- | 

ecution of this preſent appointment and decreet, to be and begin after 

the day and date hereof, and to continue, and. be obſervit and keepit as 
ane perpetual law in time coming ; and whaſoever contraveins the ſamen, 
fall be repute and halden ane 1ROUBLER of the quiet eftate of the common 
weal, incurte the note of infamy, and forfauit and tyne their freedome for 
ever ; and otherways to be perſewit and puniſhit as SED1TIOUs PER- 
SONS, conform to the laws of the realm, with all rigor and extremity.” 


This clauſe, fo perfectly clear, ſo ſtrongly patriotic, and ſo ſtrikingly juſt, 
does not requiie any commentary. Yet, if a great man were to condeſcend 


to 


to addreſs P—— | 
point of view. In his firſt letter, which is ſo remarkable a monument t of li- 1 


« 


x 


"The trades, and inhabitants i in general, have become ſuffiei- 


ently acquaiated, with the ouy and the ts WW 
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ON REELERER a ſecond time, „ one might ſee i it in a new 


terary merit, and-of noble humility, there are theſe paſſages. WA | 
I fairly confeſs, it is with ſome concern I learn, that meaſures are ta- 


© king to leſſen your weight and influence in the adminiſtration of the af- 


La) 


fairs of the town. The honourable and liberal ſentiments, upon which 
your Lordſhip has ever ſhewn an inclination to conduct them, makes 

me wiſh that the adminiſtration ſhould continue in your Lordſhip, and 
in the hands of others acting upon your principles. 


A 


© From a perſon havin g ſo little to ſay as I bad in the town of Edinburgh, | 
you will probably think an offer of aſliſtance a very unmeaning mark of 
my reſpect and approbation of your Lordſhip's conduct; but, if you point 
out any way in which I can be ſerviceable to you in your preſent conteſt, 
I ſhall be extremely happy to do it; for I can aſſure you, I conſider the ge- 
neral interſt of this country connected with the peace, honour, and pro- 
ſperity of its metropolis.” 


The unmeaningneſs of the reſpect of this great man, and of his offer of 
aſſiſtance, might have been foreſeen without inſpiration. But what is to be 
thought of his warm approbation of the liberal and honourable ſentiments 
of P. ſt St——t; of his wiſh that the adminiſtration of the town 


ſhould be conducted on principles of ſuch honour and liberality; and of the 


idea, that they tend to the peace, order, and proſperity of the metropolis 7 


Into what ſcenes of duplicity, or meanneſs, or abſurdity, will the per- 
ſuaſions, and the heat of a too confident lawyer, drive a generous, but 
UN» 
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| nobleman. His condeſcenſions were humiliating and explana- 
| tory, Tradeſmen have taken the meaſure of his underffanding; © 
and does not the peerage bluſh with new honours? What is 


alluring at a diſtance, is ſeen in its exact value on a near in- 


ſpection. It does not improve upon a ſcrutiny. Plain men 


are not for ever to be dazzled with ftrings and with ribands. 
A great eſtate, with no parliamentary influence, ſome uſeleſs 
titles, with no real power, cannot poſſibly be formidable, Our 
nobility are not to permit, without diſgrace and inſignificance, 
A young Peer to attain a ſuper-eminent and excluſive juriſdic- 
tion. And the Scottiſh members of parliament, attentive to their 


particular lines, are to oppoſe a perpetual and an impenetrable 


barrier, to the monopoly of political domination. 


If the great man himſelf is to ſhrink under notice, what 


are we to think of his conductor and aſſociate? Pretenſions 


that are infinite, and little removed from royalty itſelf, may be 
ſounded abroad, but are not be believed. Puthed on beyond 


his | 


unthinking mind! Ambition, in leading ſtrings, and decked out in the 
trappings of quality, may be ſtared at, and draw notice for a time. But the 


ſhow muſt not be held out too often. When it ceaſes to ſurpriſe, it will 


excite in the ſpectator his compaſhon, or his ſcorn. An honourable retreat 


from diſgraceful fetters may yet diſcover ſome firmneſs. A conti- 
nuance in them will argue a depreſſion of intellect, a proneneſs to cullibili- 
ty, inconſiſtent not only with power, but with manlineſs. Human nature 
bas its tenderneſs, its admiration, and its prejudices; and they are all on 
the ſide of youth, riches, and rank. But there is a ſituation, where an in- 
dividual, with all theſe claims in his favour, may teach them to revolt. 


It is, when he ſubmits to be a ſcreen to one man's perhidy, and a dupe 


to another man 8 leluihnels. 


(24) 

his natural conſequence, the miniſtry will not endanger their 
credit - with the nobility, the gentry, and the whole people of 
Scotland, by advancing him to a greater height. Giddy already, 

he cannot bear any higher elevation. Having gone too far, they 
cannot, without danger, go farther. An intereſt in the Houſe 
of Commons, founded on ſuperior ability, is indeed a ſure en- 
gine of - greatneſs. But a provincial accent, a manner rather 
preſumputous than inſinuating, agitations, where paſſion is ridi- 
cule, and a frothy incoherence of matter, can neither impoſe on, 
nor command. A noiſe, hereditary and patrimonial, may amuſe 
at firſt from its novelty, but is no where to paſs for elocution. 
And, whatever may be ſaid to its praiſe, or in its extenuation, 
the boiling choler of hot blood, will not be miſtaken for 
the vigour of a cultivated mind. 


The ala that neee the fury of political conten- 
tion, will allow the community to exert its good ſenſe, and 
coolly to deliberate on the dangers they have eſcaped. If 
there are evils to be complained of, and which require redreſs, 
let legal and proper methods be taken to procure it. All fac- 
tious pretences ought to be abandoned and deſpiſed, In what 
has a ſolid connection with the intereſts of the public, an union 
ought to prevail between the Guildry and the Trades. Thelatter, 
while they do not aſpire beyond the conſtitutional limits which 
reſtrain them, beyond the land- marks erected by political wif- 
dom, and now venerable with age, will preſerve their conſide- 
ration, and be infinitely more honourable, than when they 
aim at what is impraQiicable and violent, and ſubmit to be the 
bumble, the paſſive, and the deluded inſtruments of an aſſoci- 
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nie 


ation who abuſe their confidence, and intend not their advan- 


Men, in every view to be reſpected, are to act in the Coun- 


cil, and will conſult their own reputation in the good of the 


borough. There has not been a period in its hiſtory, when it 


has to expect more advantage, and more conſequence. To 
attain them, it has only to attend to its affairs with deliberation 


and with eandour; and to avoid the machinations of a party, 


of which the ſucceſs. would be its deſtruction. Now that the 


wild fit has ſubſided, the times of reaſon and reflection have 
come ; and, while theſe continue, the attempts of the factious 


are never to prevail. The imaginary magnificence of a dignifi- 
ed lawyer, may be talked of and deſcribed. It may give employ- 
ment to flattery, and to ſong. But, he is never to be great by 


the importance of this borough, while it is to poſſeſs any know - 


ledge of its intereſts, or to be animated by any wiſh for its pro- 
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